LETTERS: Dear Womonspace; 
Dear Editor, Thank you so much for bringing z 
Suzanne Westenhoefer to Edmonton. The 
event was a huge success and the Princess 
Theatre will never be the same. It was a 
wonderful evening of entertainment and a 
great mixed crowd. We're sure that there 
were many individuals who put much 
effort into bringing Suzanne here (we 
became so close that evening we are on a 
first name basis). 

A hearty thank you and congratulations 
to those of you who were involved. 
Jacqueline & Cori 


I’m writing to tell you how much I 
enjoy your wonderful newsletter. As a new 
resident of Edmonton, your publication 
has enabled me to connect with the 
lesbian community. Who knows, perhaps 
soon Ill meet that special someone at one 
of the Womonspace dances or other events 
and really connect. 

Regards and continued excellent 
articles in the future. 


Christy 


SUBMISSIONS WELCOME 


We are always seeking submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to the editor, 
book, concert and movie reviews, political and social commentary, short fiction, poetry 
and artwork are all welcomed. 

Contributors may either write to Womonspace News (#30-9930-106 St, Edmonton AB 
T5K 1C7), attend a newsletter meeting, or leave a message at 425-0511. : 

Topics for coming months: July- Bisexuality; August- Travel; September- 
Womonspace Membership; October- Exes; December- Veggie Lezzies 

Don’t miss a single issue; Womonspace members receive a discreetly mailed copy 


every month, about ten days before the free copies are distributed around town. 


Womonspace News is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a nonprofit 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions expressed in any issue of 
Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter Committee. The events, 
organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported by Womonspace. 

Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome submissions. Material 
submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length and content, and to refuse 
publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, #30-9930-106 Street, Edmonton, AB T5K 1C7. 
Womonspace members may submit classified advertising—up to 3 lines free—at any time. Womonspace News seeks 
advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publications costs. Womonspace does not necessarily endorse products or 
services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, please leave a message on the 
Lesbian Life Line: 425-0511. The editor is Lindy Pratch. 
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NO RESPECT 
by Mary T Hughes 

The first thing that jumps to 
mind about womyn in non- 
traditional trades is “no respect.” I'm in my 
fourth year of a 4-year program as a 
carpenter apprentice. The way the 
program works is you go to NAIT for 8 
wecks a year and gather work experience 
for 1600 hours a year. This completes one 
ycar credit towards 4 years. The trick is 
that you necd to have an employer sponsor 
you, someone who already holds a ticket 
in this trade or somcone who has been in 
the field and has their own company for 
five or more years. 

The first year at school was great if you 
call being the only womyn out of 32 great. 
The second, however, was a very different 
story. Again, I was the only womyn out of 
32 (you kind of get used to this), but one 
guy decided to make my life a living hell. 
Every time I would ask a question in class, 
he would yell “Shut up!” Doesn’t make 
you want to ask too many questions after 
awhile. When Id finally had enough of 
his shit, I made a formal complaint. I 
must say that NAIT did respond well. 
Whatever they said to him seemed to work 
as to this day he hasn’t bothered me. 

The guys are usually quite puzzled to 
find me there in amongst them. They 
come up with questions like, “Do you 
work with your old man, or do you just do 
bascboards?” They seem shocked to find 


that I have experience in all aspects of 


= home building from the ground up. 


I don’t get much respect for my 
knowledge on the job site either. For 
example, often I work with my friend 
Tom. A while ago, we were framing a 
basement. Tom has a ticket in cabinet 
making, but they don’t cover too much 
house framing in that trade, if any. So not 
only did he need my help, he also needed 
my knowledge of how to do it. (Yes, even 
he will admit this.) One day on the job 
site, Dan the plumber came over to show 
us where he wanted us the build the 
frame for the hot tub. I asked a few 
questions about the code and that was all 
the information that I needed. He and 
Tom chatted a bit, then Dan said, “I'd 
better let you go; your little helper hasn’t 
got anything to do.” 

Later that day, I answered the door to 
someone coming to service the water 
pump. He said, “Oh, are you the new 
cleaning lady?” Poor Tom. He had to 
listen to my ranting about his sex for the 
rest of the day. 

After all these stories, you might 
wonder why a womyn would want to be 
in this field. For me, it’s kind of like 
playing, and if you can find work that 
feels like playing you’re a lucky person. 
There is no one right way to do anything 
in carpentry so each job can be a different 
challenge. Being a carpenter is not easy 
but itis fun. Wish me luck—another 
1600 hours to go. 
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NO PANTYHOSE 
by Cathy Wood 

Okay, I'll admit it. I got into non- 
traditional work so I wouldn’t have to 
dress up everyday. No skirts, no heels— I 
figure over the course of my working life, 
I'll save over 40,000 bucks on pantyhose 
alone. That’s a lot of beer and nachos! I 
also calculate that I'll save at least 4500 
hours not styling my hair, not putting on 
makeup and not ironing my work clothes. 
That’s 6 solid months, 24 hours a day of 
my time that I have reclaimed. 

I may have been drawn to non- 
traditional work because it didn’t offend 
my tomboy sensibilities, but I stayed for 
other reasons. Things like the creative and 
functional benefits—‘let’s make/ fix/ 
design something”—and the possibilities 
for self reliance and self-employment. 

But I also knew full well that women 
who worked in non-traditional areas 
tended to be a little different, that there 
was a certain defiance of tradition, an 
independence and a strength 
that straight women in 
traditional jobs do not display 
in quite the same ways. And I | ‘4 
equated that attitude with 
women who loved other 
women. So, I guess I went 
trolling in the trades as a 
coming out method! 

I have yet to bump into the 


tradcswoman of my dreams, but there 
might have been good reasons for that. 
Being a woman in a non-traditional job 
is difficult enough sometimes, but being 
a lesbian and out in the same 
circumstances can be unbearable for 
many. In the recent past, being female 
and ‘out of your element’ earned you the 
double distinction of being incapable of 
performing the job because of your sex, 
and inappropriate for the job because of 
your preferences. 

Thankfully, attitudes are changing. I 
often wonder how many women, and 
lesbians especially, had to work in a daily 
hell in order for mc to enjoy the relative 
comfort and calm of my workplace? How 
many women had to call out for 
protection before the sexual harassment 
policies that are in place in most large 
traditionally male companies were finally 
hammered out? Although I am ‘not really 
out to that many people at work, I 
haven’t experienced much in the way of 
sexism or heterosexism. I’m sure that part 
of that is duc to my social approach, and 
part of it is the company attitude. But I 
also like to think that the world has 
changed a great deal since I was the first - 
girl to ever take a shop class in my 
county, and was harassed unendingly for 
the privilege. 

Daily I ‘brave’ the wilderness of the 
sawmill, dragging my sense of humour 
behind me and wearing a thick skin. I 
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have to be able to smile and give a crack 
back when someone screws my lunch box 
to the counter top, or fills it with sawdust, 
and not view it personally because of my 
sex or sexuality. For guys, calling each 
other ‘asshole’ is actually a term of 
endearment, so sometimes a little 
pestering just means that they care! 

Even if a non-traditional career is not 
something that you aspire to, if you ever 
get the chance, do play at it a little. There 
are few things as self-affirming and 
community strengthening as a women’s 
house-raising party, or a reclamation 
project, or helping a friend fix a car. And 
if you do work in a non-traditional job, 
get out there and encourage girls and 
other women in pursuing their dreams. 
Network; join an organization like 
WITT (see below); mentor someone; tf 
you are a journcywoman, apprentice 
someone; speak at a school... Let’s work 
together to make sure that the questions 
women ask us change from “Oooooh, 
why would you want to do that?” to 
“Where do I get an application?”! 


WHAT'S A WITT? 


by Cathy Wood 

WITT is the Women in Trades, 
Technology, Operations and Blue Collar 
Work National Network. From humble 
beginnings in B.C. over a decade ago, a 
national organization with a huge future 
has sprung. 


The goals of the WITT NN are to 
fully participate in the development of 
the existing and potential Canadian 
labour force, and to facilitate the supply 
of trained and qualified women in trades, 
technologies, operations and blue collar 
work. 

There are a number of benefits to 
membership. Networking possibilities 
are tremendous. There are great 
opportunities to get to know other 
women who share your issues and 
concerns. There are huge conferences 
(400+ women at the last national 
conference held in Halifax). Recently, a 
computerized national job/ information 
bank that matches up women with 
employers was established. There’s also a 
quarterly newsletter that covers what’s 
happening with WITT women all across 
the country. 

WITT NN encourages and supports 
diversity, recognizing cultural 
differences, the differently abled, and the 
special circumstances of lesbians in non- 
traditional work. 

If you are interested, contact Barb 
Bosson at the Network Office in London, 
Ontario at (519) 434-0302, fax (519) 434- 
1094, or e-mail: 
wittnn@Ifn.com. 


Locally, call Cathy 


Oo 
Wood at 497-2066 or A 
(403) 827-2589. of WITT 
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REAL COWGIRLS 


by Marguerite Platana and Dent Lyster 

Every month we read Womonspace 
News and say, hey we should have 
written something; we have an opinion 
on that. We’ve finally put pen to paper. 

Den has always worked in non- 
traditional jobs: feedlot pen rider; resaw 
operator at a sawmill, tractor driver on a 
government tree farm; pipeline ranching. 
Although I’ve held more traditional jobs, 
I have also worked as a rider-labourer on 
a pasture; driven tractor, cat and cherry- 
picker; and worked gas wells and 
pipeline. 

Den has always had a few cattle. This 
is what we have been concentrating on in 
the last three years. 

People around our farm have known or suspected 
for years that | am gay. but last year when 
Marguerite and | got married we became “big news” 
in this rural community. That lasted about two weeks 
before everyone decided we were still us and they 
know us as people first and gay second. 

My attitude has always been | am who | am and 
refuse to hide—if you have a problem with it that is 
exactly what it is—your problem. A comment that 
best shows the attitude around here is, “You two are 
okay because | know you, but | do not want to meet 
any other gay people.” So what, the rest all have two 
heads?! Typically people do not think of gays as 
regular folks. So, we continue to educate, and raise 
our cattle. 

We raise purebred polled Hereford 
cattle in north-eastern Alberta. We are an 


openly lesbian couple who believe in 
sustainable farming. This means organic 
practices with our land and animals, 
humane treatment of our animals, and 
low environmental impact in our style of 
living. 

Because our herd ts purcbred, each 
calf is weighed at birth. On the second 
day, providing colour is good and 
confirmation is sound, the acceptable 
calves are named and tattoocd. Bulls not 
passing the above criteria will be 
castrated and sold as feeders in the fall. 

About two weeks before being put out 
to pasture the calves are branded—yes, 
we must. Rustlers still steal more than 
people realize. We use the smallest irons 
possible and have registered the simplest 
brand we could, to avoid hot spots. Den 
handles the irons to ensure as quick and 
as painless a brand as possible. Bull 
calves are once again culled and ~ 
vaccinations are given. Calves are quickly 
returned to their mothers. 

In early June, cows and calves are 
hauled to pasture. Which of three fields 
they go to depends on which of three 
bulls the cows will be 
bred to. 
Relationship and 


genetic makcup are 
only two of the 
criteria in this 
decision. 
For the remainder 


of the summer, there are fences to 
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fix, wood to chop, and a daily check on 
each herd. 

We don’t use fertilizers or herbicides, 
nor do we buy hay that has had this 
applied. Our pasture is natural and at 
no time do we feed grain. We prefer 
herbal remedies whenever possible but 
will not lose an animal due to lack of 
antibiotics. Strict records are kept of any 
treatments. 

In fall the cattle are brought home 
and temperament ts the final factor on 
deciding who stays or goes. Cattle are 
extremely sensitive to noise, light, 
colours and movement; the more you 
understand their psychological needs, 
the less stress you place on the animals. 

Because of our culling practices, our 
herd is quict, gentle and easy to 
handle—which, considering my lack of 
muscle, comes in handy for medical 
emergencies. These attributes are also 
well noted by our neighbours. All three 
bulls like to petted and to have their 
backs scratched, as do the majority of 
the cows. 

Once the heifers are weaned, they are 
returned to the main cow herd. This 
scems to help their mothering instincts 
since they are uscd as babysitters to the 
younger siblings. Often grandmother- 
mother-daughter-sister-niece-aunt will 
all graze in family units, with the 
yearling heifers babysitting while the 
older cows go for water. 


Our fellow farmers are well aware of our 
relationship. How we raise our animals 
differs markedly from some, and not all 
agree with our methods. Those who have a 
problem with either our lesbianism or our 
farming methods don’t deal with us. Others 
have enough confidence in Den’s abilities 
to seek her help on anything from abscesses 
to calving problems. 

Ratsing cattle and farming are still male- 
dominated fields, however, we know of 
three women in our area who have fairly 
substantial herds. Some farm groups have a 
tendency to ignore women, while others 
attempt to work with them and still others 
include women in all phases. In the end, 
our methods and our product speak for 
themselves. 


QUOTE: 


The acceptance of women as authority 
figures or as role models is an 
important step in female education... It 
is this process of identification, respect, 
and then self-respect that promotes 
growth. 


Judy Chicago 
Through the Flower: My Struggle as a 
Woman Artist.,1975 
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ODE 
To My Non-Traditional 
Girlfriends* 


(Anonymous) 


Number 1 was a sports-minded farmer 
she never was seen in a skirt 

she was suitably cocky 

in fastball and hockey 


but what she really loved best was to flirt. 


Number 2 was a plumber’s apprentice 
fixing toilets and drains was her mission 
she now can be found 

mostly playing a round 

of nine holes; or else she’s gone fishin’. 


Number 3 used to bevel and buff 
grinding lenses was more than enough 
to keep her in beer 

for most of the year 

staying sober for this dyke was tough. 


Quote: 


Number 4 worked with heavy truck parts 
surrounded by red-necked old farts 

her tastes were not cheap 

she drove a new Jeep 

... at her photo | sometimes throw darts. 


Number 5 coached soccer and hoops 
while | was out looking for scoops 

we met on the pitch 

then our Jove hit the ditch 

but we still meet for lattés and soups. 


Number 6 was a student of science 

her research an act of defiance 

she now lives Down Under 

where femmes glow and butches plunder 
and we’ve ended our long-distance alliance. 


Now | share my small house with two cats 
and two roommates who drive me half bats 
one watches ‘fashion channel’ 

the other’s strictly plaid flannel 

and brews her own beer in big vats! 


“Any resemblance to persons living or dead is 
strictly a coincidence. 


The boss says he’s my friend; he always mentions how he had to stick his neck 
out to get me this job. But when the boys come around to have a look at this 
place, he always brings them ‘round and then he shows me off. My papers came 
through to say that I’m a level two apprentice; only two years to go. Instead of 
shaking my hand he just slapped me on the ass and said, “Well Baby do you 


think you’re gonna make it?” 


From the song Woman’s Anger by Heather Bishop, about a metal lathe machinist. 


8 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton) is located in the basement below 
Boystown Cafe, 10112-124 Street. It is open 
Monday to Friday from 7-10 pm. Peer support 
counselling, lesbian coming out group, drop-in, 
and library. 488-3234. 


OUTreach social & political student group at 
the University of Alberta campus: 988-4166. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University of 
Alberta. Thursdays from 5:30-6 pm. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio show 
on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pm. 

Queeries current affairs show on CJSR, FM 
88.5, Fridays from 5:00-5:30 pm. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio program 
on FM 88.5. Saturdays from 7-8 pm. 


Lambda Christian Community 

Welcomes members of the lesbigay community; 
worship 7 pm Sundays, 11148-84 Ave (Garneau 
United Church). Phone 988-3913. 


Metropolitan Community Church 
Weekly worship, 10086 MacDonald Drive, 
Sundays at 7:15 pm. 


SOLO Social club for lesbians and bisexual 
women (over 18) gets together every week for a 
wide variety of social events. Linda at 447-4776. 


Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room. 
Dances for ladies only on the first Saturday of 
the month. 2nd floor, 10306-112 St. 429-7234. 


Gay & Lesbian Youth Group: 
Phone 486-9661, voice box 10. 


PFLAG: Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o GLCCE, or 
Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 944-1394 v.b. 
3524 (FLAG) 24 hour recorded message except 7 - 
9:30 pm Monday to Friday when calls are 
forwarded to a PFLAG volunteer for confidential 
and anonymous support for gays and lesbians 
and their parents, families, and friends. 


The Liatris Society of Edmonton 

is a casual group of queer-positive greenthumbs 
who meet for horticultural experiences and 
social interaction. There are no membership fees 
in 1996, and our events are open to all. Call 
Brent at 497-7059, or the O° Hotline: 988-3132. 


Out & Out (0°) 

Outdoor and recreation group for gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals and their friends. Jogging, roller 
blading, dog walking, cycling, beach volleyball, 
camping, and other activities. Call 988-3132. 


Sunday Brunch 
Boystown Cafe, 10116-124 Street. Brunch is 
served from 10 am to 2 pm on Sundays. 


Night Club: 


The Roost 
Private club at 10345-104 Street; 426-3150. 


Gay & Lesbian Infoline: 988-4018 
Lesbian Life Line: 425~051 1 
0? Hotline: 988-3132 
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Coming Events: 


SATURDAY, JUNE 1 

A Dance for Ladies Only 

Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room celebrates 
one year of Ladies Only Dances this month! 
2nd floor-10306 112 Street. 429-7234 


MONDAY, JUNE 3 

Womonspace News Meeting 

Cook & Gardener Cafe, 10345-106 Street, 7:30 pm. 
Submissions deadline for July issue on the topic 
“Bisexuality”. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 7 

Girls Hockey Fundraiser 

Support Alberta Bantam Girls Hockey at 
Shakespear’s. Entertainment by Yvette 
Boudreau. Diamond ring door prize. Advance 
tickets only $5: 429-7234, or Liza at 478-4863. 


MONDAY, JUNE 10 

Womonspace Board Meeting 

Members are always welcome at our board 
meetings. 7:30 pm at Jazzberrys, 9965-82 Ave. 
(The cafe is closed to the public at this time.) 


FRIDAY, JUNE 14 

Sacred Circle Dancing 

Starts at 7:30 pm; dance till 9:30 pm. $4; open to 
all women. Westwood Unitarian, 11135-65 Ave. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 15 

Womonspace/GLCCE Pride Dance 

Our annual Pride Week lesbigay dance, co- 
sponsored by the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre. Catering by Jazzberrrys; DJs Petra and 
Tammy. Bonnie Doon Community Hall, 9240-93 
St, 8 pm-1 am. $5 admission for out-of-town 
guests and Womonspace or GLCCE members; $9 
for nonmembers. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 16 

Womonspace Picnic 

Join us at Emily Murphy Park, near the 
playground, at 12:30 pm. Bring your picnic 
basket and your kids. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19 

Pride Week Tour at Devonian Garden 
Everyone is welcome to join the Liatris Society 
tour of the University of Alberta Devonian 
Botanic Garden. The garden will be open late 
(until 9 pm) especially for us. Admission $5. 
Meet just inside the gate at 6 pm. The tour will 
take about 1 1/2 hours, followed by an indoor 
potluck dessert and tea party. (Bring goodies if 
you can; this is optional. ) Dress for the 
weather; this event goes rain or shine! Phone 
987-3054 for directions to the garden, which is 
located 15 minutes west of Edmonton. Phone 
497-7059 for Liatris Society info. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 20—TUESDAY, JUNE 25 

The Celluloid Closet 

Edmonton premiere at the Princess Theatre. An 
acclaimed adaptation of Vito Russell's book 
about the depiction of homosexuality in film, 
from the silent era to “Philadelphia.” For 
times: 433-5785. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 20 

Maranda Tylor & the Mob Live 
Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room, 10306 - 
112 Street. $4 cover charge. 429-7234. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 21 

Womonspace Pub Night 

Relax and toss back a few brews at 
Shakespear’s, 10306 - 112 Street, 8 pm-2 am. 
Women only; no cover charge. The evening’s 
fun includes darts, pool and prizes. Donations 
for Pride Week ’97 welcome. 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 21 

Lesbian Motherhood Book Launch 

Author Fiona Nelson’s book Lesbian Motherhood 
is based on a survey of over 30 women in 
Calgary and Edmonton. Orlando Books, 10640 
Whyte Ave, 7:30 pm (432-7633). 


SATURDAY, JUNE 22 

EVM Freedom is Near Concert 

Edmonton Vocal Minority Gay & Lesbian Choir 
premiere performance of a newly commissioned 
work; “/n Praise of Our Loves”. Tickets $10 ($8) 
in advance (Orlando Books, The Front Page, and 
other locations) or $12 at the door. 8 pm, 
Convocation Hall. Licensed event. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 22 

Women’s Solstice Dance 

Riverdale Hall, 9231 - 100 Avenue, 8:30 pm-1 am. 
Smoke-free and alcohol-free. Sliding scale 
admission. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 23—FRIDAY, JUNE 28 

5" Sappho Lesbian Witchcamp 

Send SSAE for brochure: Sappho, Box 21510-1850 
Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC VSN 4A0. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 28 

Medieval Masque 

A lesbigay costume party at Shakespear’s. Call 
429-7234 for advance tickets. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 28 

Lesbian & Gay History of Edmonton 
Maureen Irwin and Michael Phair will give an 
anecdotal account of our social and political 
past in this city. Orlando Books, 10640 Whyte 
Ave, 7:30 pin (432-7633). 


FRIDAY, JUNE 28 

Sacred Circle Dancing 

Starts at 7:30 pm sharp; dance till 9:30 pm. $4; 
open to all women. 11135-65 Ave. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 28—-SUNDAY, JUNE 30 
3™ Annual International Gay Rodeo 
Rodeo takes place near Calgary; phone 241-0930. 


SATURDAY, JULY 6 

A Dance for Ladies Only 

Shakespear's Darts & Rumpus Room, 2nd floor- 
10306 112 Street. Details: 429-7234. 


MONDAY, JULY 8 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Cook & Gardener Cafe, 10345-106 Street, 
7:30 pm. Submissions deadline for August issue 
on the topic “Travel”. New volunteers are 
always welcome. 


SATURDAY, JULY 20 

Womonspace Golf Tournament 

The emphasis is on fun at Terrae Pines in St. 
Albert. Tee off is 3 pm; 9 holes. Lots of prizes. 
$25 for members & $30 for nonmembers, 
includes dinner at the golf course. Maximum 48 
players; register early! Call Laurie at 468-0987. 


Look for 


, the Pride Calendar 

1 Details of further Pride Week 

! events will be in the Pride 
Calendar, available around town 

1 in June. Or, phone 988-4018 and 
425-0511 for up-to-the-minute info. 


aw ew we ew — eee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
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Safe, Sane and Consensual 


AND I LOVE IT! 
by Rain 

I was supposed to be there at 10:00. 
Exactly. I hurry into the Womonspace dance a 
few minutes late, quickly assessing the 
situation as I hang my leather and dash to the 
drink table. With champagne flute in hand, I 
quickly pour her favourite drink—half club 
soda and half orange juice. I pause and 
breathe deeply three times. 

I carefully stride over to her, my top, the 
woman who has assented to dominate me for 
the evening while playing by my rules. This 
woman is my best friend and she 1s friends 
with my lover. I am safe with her. We have 
had numerous discussions about S/M; our 
fantasies, our realities, our rules. I have set my 
limits. I have made suggestions regarding 
what I might enjoy. We will be sexual but we 
will not have sex tonight. She cannot 
humiliate me. She cannot hit me. 

I trust this woman. She will take care of me 
throughout the evening and discreetly assess 
what I can handle and, thus, what her next 
move will be. I have consented to be sexual 
with her in public. I have consented to being 
led around in a collar on a leash. I have 
consented to anticipating and fulfilling her 
every desire, speaking only when spoken to, 
dancing only when commanded, addressing 
her as “My Lady”, eating only when 
permission 1s granted, and J love it! 

We are both quite sane. We’ve been friends 
for years and although her drive towards S/M 


is faster and deeper, I am getting to 
some of the same places. Three and a 
half years ago we went to Powersurge 
(a lesbian S/M conference in Seattle) 
together, and believe me, I left there 
feeling rather insane. “Those people” 
were crazy, I thought. But I was 
wrong. Some of them were dangerous 
and certainly the whole thing is scary 
but I kept reading and talking. And 
here I am writing about my 
experience in Womonspace News. 

But really, is my experience so 
unique? Haven’t we all tied up our 
lover, blindfolded her, twisted her 
nipple past where it hurts, spanked 
her bare ass, commanded her to lie 
still and “don’t you dare make a 
sound”, or maybe even handcuffed 
her to the bed? I really believe that 
most women have tried these or other 
things that someone calls S/M. 

But S/M has become synonymous 
with abuse, which it is not, so there 
are only a select few who will say 
with pride that we are S/M dikes. 

Proudly I kneel in front of three 
hundred women, in front of my top, 
and present her drink and bow my 
head. I bow my head so that my scene 
can begin. Let the games begin! 


See ai YR pete 
me eel Sh 


(i 
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The Pride Awards recognize 
contributions to the 
gay/lesbian/bisexual community of 
Edmonton. 


The Michael Phair Award ond 
the Mavreen Irwin Award are 
given to two individuals in 
recognition for long term service to 
the gay and lesbian community. 


Pride Certificates are awarded 
to groups, events or individuals to 
recognize special contributions to 
the communitiy. 


Send your nominations to: 
Awards Committee Pride ‘96 
11143 - 70 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T6H 2G9 


Deadline for nominations is June 12. 
For criteria for the awards 


Phone: 436-8774 


E-mail: charles.bidwell@ualberta.ca 


Nominator: 
Wishes to nominate: 


for the Maureen Irwin/Michael Phair Award (circle one) 


We have attached a biography. Signed: 


Nominator: 
Wishes to nominate: 


Pride 
Awards 


Awards to be presented as part of the 


Edmonton Vocal 
Minority Concert 


June 22, 1996 


8 pm 
at Convocation Hall 
University of Alberta 


for a Pride Certificate. We have attached a outline of the achievement and a brief biography. 


Signed: 
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FIRST, AN ENGINEER 
by Anita Jensen 

I worked for 16 years at Alberta 
Transportation and Utilities. How exactly 
did being a lesbian affect my carcer? I 
think the biggest problem I faced was just 
being a woman. My way of handling the 
gender issue was to make sure that I was 
perceived as an engincer first, a good 
engineer second, then a compassionate 
person, and somewhere near the end of 
the list was being female. 

The people I worked with came to 
know me as competent. Engincers always 
needed to know that I was readly an 
engincer; once they accepted that, there 
were few problems. Enginecrs have a 
tendency to protect their own. 

Sometimes land owners or farmers would 
think I was someone’s secretary, a 
mistake they seldom made twice. These 
things became less frequent as I got more 
comfortable with positions of some power 
and influence. 

Coming out to myself and others is a 
growing process. I remember very vividly 
the first time I told someone at work. I 
was being accused of being prejudiced by 
a woman in our office. She was 
incompetent, but used age, race, sex, and 
religion to claim bias against her. People 
like this hurt everybody. 

At any rate, I had my boss in my office 
and I was so mad [ could have spit. As I 
paced up and down, one of the first 


things out of my mouth was “ma 
member of a non-visible minority and I 
know what being discriminated against 1s 
like.” As soon as I said it, | knew this could 
be a turning point. Richard asked what 
minority, I swallowed hard and said that 1 
was a lesbian. His response? A very matter 
of fact “Oh, I sort of thought so”, followed 
by “I don’t think you should tell Hal”. 

Hal was my most senior tech; late 40's, 
and very conservative. Gravel was his life. I 
had a few close friends from work, but Hal 
was the first person where our only 
connection was work. | respected him, his 
work and his integrity. To this day, I do 
not know what brought it on that night. 

We were sitting in a hotel room in 
some small town, after another day at work 
on the road. I decided to bare my soul. He 
took it in stride, saying that tL 
surprised him. 

I wanted more of a response than that, 
so I cleverly added “Yeah, its fine unless I 
wanted to date your daughter or was 
interested in your wife.” This got a 
response. Once we got through the 
example and how it’s different when it’s 
closer to home, everything was fine. The 
last thing he told me was “Don’t ever tell 
Richard.” 

Since the Delwin Vriend appellate 
court decision, I’ve come out to bunches of 
engineers; most don’t scem to care. I think 
the paranoia of what might happen 1s 
infinitely worse than what has happened. 
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One strange repercussion was the 
dynamics in a close-knit group I 
worked with, where first they 
understood me because I was going 
through a major breakup and they 
had all been divorced, then they 
decided we could ogle women 
together, then they got this bizarre 
notion that I was in competition 
with them for women. I’ve worked 
with men for most of my life and 
they sull surprise me. 

In hindsight, I think that untul 
you and your reputation are 
established, discretion is the better 
part of valour. Once you have 
claimed your place, it is okay to let 
some of your real life into your work. 
The support I received from the guys 
as my breakup with Marie 
progressed— especially when we 
reached discussions about the house 
and other monetary issues—helped 
me to keep my sanity. 

I know people who were so 
closeted where | worked, that even 
though we were friends and | was 
out to almost 
the whole 
building, they 
could not open 
up. I do not 
ever want to 
live through 
that kind of fear again. 


PSSSST! 
WANNA MAKE SOME MONEY? 


Womonspace is now accepting applications 
from non-profit groups interested in co- 
sponsoring a dance in the 1996-97 season. 
Application deadline is July 31, 1996. 

Co-sponsors earn one third of the evening’s 
profits or a minimum of $300. Womonspace 
provides a dance coordinator and the co- 
sponsoring group provides a minimum of 15 
volunteers. 

To apply, call 425-0511 and ask for an 
application form, which will be mailed to you. 


QUOTE: 


Pennie Rose became the first licensed woman 
arborist in the state of California. She brought 
an innovative perspective to the field, insisting 
that the industry develop gloves which fit 
women’s hands and climbing belts (called 
saddles in the industry) made out of nylon 
webbing instead of heavy leather. 

“| had this huge belt that didn’t fit me. It 
rubbed and hurt my waist. | called the company 
that made the saddles and asked them if they 
could make them smaller and they said, ‘We 
can’t. It would cost you a fortune!’ So | went to 
a mountain climbing store and they [made one] 
light as a feather, fit me perfect. Because | own 
my own company | was able to use it. But my 
employees couldn’t because it broke the 
regulations. But things have changed; now the 
industry has seen that having a saddle that 
weighs five to ten pounds is more of a 


hindrance and a safety problem up in a tree.” 
Irene Reti, ‘Out on a Limb with Pennie Rose’, in Garden 
Variety Dykes, Irene Reti & Valerie Jean Chase, eds. 1994 
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PRAISING IN PRAISE 
OF OUR LOVES 


Edmonton Vocal Minority has 
commissioned an exciting new work by 
composer Richard Saint Clair for its Pride 
concert in June. 


aor 


The big difference 1s that it’s written 
for chorus and full chamber orchestra, and 
we've never performed with an orchestra 
before,” explains EVM conductor and 
artistic director David Garber. 

“Working with an orchestra always 
makes the conductor’s job more 
challenging. There are more things to 


listen for—balance and clarity, ensemble... 


but that’s fun.” 

The work, In Pratse of Our Loves, 
consists of nine sections that explore 
different possibilitics of non-traditional 
harmony. 

“We're calling it a ‘cantata’—which is 
kind of a classical, boring word for ‘song’,” 
Garber says. 

“It’s wonderful music. He [Saint Clair] 
writes very well for the voice, which is a 
special kind of instrument. It’s very 
singable, wonderful writing, and that 
makes it fun. Right from the beginning, 
the choir took to this music.” 

The 35-minute work features lyrics 


from Walt Whitman, William 
Shakespeare and Sappho as well as 
contemporary artists Daryl Hine, Marge 
Piercy, Saint Clair and Edmonton poct 
Cathy Ann Bear. 

We twe girls, together climging, ome the other 
neuer leaving... (Walt Whitman) 

“The composer found poetry that 
spoke to him, and this theme 
developed,” says Garber. 

Shall | compare thee to a summer's dag) Thou 
art mort louele asd more temperate, (William 
Shakespeare) 

The message is self-explanatory; In 
Pratse of Our Loves celebrates the 
expression of love in all its glorious 
diversity: lesbian, gay, bisexual, 


heterosexual... 
In amother life, my sinter, [ too would Love 
another woman and raise ont child asf 


that pushed from both our wombs. (Marge Piercy) 
“It covers the whole spectrum of 
loves, because that’s what the choir is 
whole spectrum of sexual orientations. | 
would hope that anyone would feel 


a 


comfortable coming to our concert,” 
Garber says. 

“You don’t have to feel uncomfortable 
if you’re not gay,” he stresses. “I hope the 
audience will fecl some sensc of unity 
and acceptance of one another.” 

Saint Clair, of Somerville, 
Massachusetts, 1s a Harvard graduate 
with a Ph.D. in composition who has 
taught piano at the New England 
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Conservatory of Music. He has written 
concertos, masses, and numerous chorale 
works. 

Garber is clearly a fan. “His music is 
for the soul,” says Garber. “It’s not 
cerebral, brain stuff. I feel the choir being 
closely attached to this with their hearts, 
and I think it'll be evident in the 
performance.” 

| have thaveled « long wag mtrtly to Look on 
you, te touck you, for | could not die tL | once 
looked om you...(Walt Whitman) 

“It’s a wonderful experience to bring 
something to life for the first time,” 
Garber adds, “It’s a completely different 
fecling than something you just order 
from the publisher. The composer is just 
such a warm, personable human being. 
He’s excited about it—it’s his baby—and 
for us to be given this—the responsibility 
to care for it and bring it to life—it’s a 
wonderful challenge, a great honour. | 
feel humbled.” 

Regular EVM patrons are in for a real 
treat, Garber promises. “The sheer aural 
experience—the human voice, with 
strings and wind and percussion 
instruments—the combination of sounds 
is all new for our choir, so our audience 
will hear something new.” 
breast—Blers you! Bless you as offen as the hours 
have been endless to me while you were gone. 
(Sappho) 


j her for her years of service to our : 
* organization and wishes her well in i 
! 


In Praise of Our Loves will comprise 
the first half of EVM’s Freedom Is Near 
concert on June 22 (8 pm, Convocation 
Hall). 

Garber also wholeheartedly sings the 
praises of the second half of the show, “a 
lighter side, after a more classical first 
half.” It will feature spirituals (“which 
we've never done before”), gospel, and 
even a touch of country-and-western. It 
will conclude with the song Freedom ts 
Near, a piece written and donated to 
EVM by Edmonton singer and 


songwriter Gil Coté. 


In less than four years, Edmonton 
Vocal Minority has grown into the fifth- 
largest gay and lesbian chorus in North 
America and counts singer-songwriter 
Heather Bishop and MP Svend Robinson 
among its honorary patrons. EVM will 
host the Canadian GALA Choruses 


Festival in May 1998. 


SI a a al Na a 1 a at et at et Ret et eat 
{ 1 
« 


' THANK YOU TINA — | 


Tina has recently stepped down 
from her position as treasurer of 
Womonspace. The board thanks fl 


* her future endeavours. 


[legen oP cn om? mae at af = 0 I 
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Julie C Lloyd 


Barrister and Solicitor 
Is pleased to announce her re-location to: 


$12, 10177 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, 1s) 168 
Telephone (403) 424 2332, Fax (403) 424 2526 


where she will continue to conduct a general practice of law 
including wills, powers of attorney, small business, 
Cohabitation law, personal injury and real estate 


ec ec eee eee eee eee eee eerste enesreeeeeeeeee sees e 


Womonspace Pub Night 2 Annual Womonspace 
June Z| : GOLF TOURNAMENT: 
Shakespear’s Darts 


Saturday, July 20: 
Terrae Pines, St. Albert: 


8 pm — 2 am 
bis covet chara 9 holes: Tee off 3 pm: 
: Emphasis on FUN: 


Upstairs, 10306 - 112 Street 


LOTS OF PRIZES! : 


DARTS, POOL, PRIZES : $25 FOR MEMBERS, $30 FOR NONMEMBERS : 


INCLUDES DINNNER AT THE GOLF COURSE. 


Donations for Pride Week ‘97 Welcome Maximum 48 players: Register Early! 
Join Us! : CAL LAURIE AT 468-0987. : 


eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee ee eeeeeee eee eee 
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ERNATIV 
VIDEO 


Private Club Atmosphere: No Membership Fees 


NEW SPRING v SUMMER HOURS 


NARDA BROOKS Weiklavs 2 Am am.. Bhar Hour 2—6 pm 
iw Sat urdays: 7 pm—2 am.. .Ladies Only: y " Saturday 
1 0050 82 AVE of Every Month; Private Functions other Saturdays. 
EDMONTON AB Sundays: Closed, but... Available for Special Events 
PH (40 3) 439-2233 ie. Team Parties, Fundraisers, Tournaments, ete. 


Silent Pioneers 
Silverlake Life: The View From Here 
Wild Side 


10306 - 112 Street 
Upstairs — CALL 429-7234 


APPLIANCE Looking for Lesbian Moms! 
REPAIRWOMAN ___ We are interested in connecting with other 


Be couples who are moms at present, or tryin 
Certified Journeyman Ai ie P : a 
to conceive in the near future. We’re hoping 
to communicate shared experiences or 


Available evenings & weekends. 
Reasonable rates. Please contact Jacqueline at: Ritchie Post 
Gall Tina ab462-3801 Office Box 75129, Edmonton AB T6E 611. 


the back hills 
guest house for women 
Ahillside acreage only 30 minutes from Victoria 
and close to ocean beaches & hiking. Evening 10345-106 STREET 
offers a place by the fire & morning a great PHONE: 421-7044 
! ; ‘ 
breskise backhill@islandnet.com 


http:sAvww.islandnet.com/~backhil COFFEE, DESSERT, LUNCH & DINNER 


otis Oe s COMFY & SMOKE-FREE 


THE COOK & 
GARDENER Care 


i eg 


ren as Age Ni ge OPEN MON - THURS: 10:30 AM-10 PM 
ee ae agigen ts b.c o. FRI & SAT: 10:30 AM—MIDNIGHT 


— 
a 
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Womonspace Dance 
= Saturday, June 15 


Our Annual Pride Lesbigay Event YP 
Bonnie Doon Hall: 9240-93 Street 
Nee 8 pm-1 am 
sv Music by Petra and Tammy 


- 
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' WOMONSPACE 1996 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
#30-9930 106 Street Edmonton AB T5K 1C7 Phone: 425-0511 
Confidentiality Assured 


| NAME(S) 
ADDRESS CITY 


POSTAL CODE PHONE 
i Membership Fee: $15/single; $25/couple (with one newsletter) Ff 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 


New Member Renewal QI would like to be a volunteer Yes OO No O 
Please mail my newsletter to my home 0 
[ I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events 0 Total enclosed $ 


ee ee ee ee ee ee 


